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Talibanrebelscall |
for election:boycott
Taliban rebels urged Alghans
on Friday 1o boyeott weekend beg-
islative elections many hope will
marginalize “‘Jtl,t:il.'L‘il.Ji.'P_ﬂnlsl,-WhiH
a candidare was shot dead and
four other people were kdlled in

bombings near polling stations.
With somse 100,000 Afghan po-
lice pnd soldiers and 30,000 for- l
eign troops on alert, clection
workers usad donkeys, dilapidat-
ed rucks and helicopters to haul
millions of paper ballots 1o more
than 6,000 polling centers abesd
of Sunday's vote.

= STORY, PAGE 294

Jury finds Hmong man
guilty of murder

A jury Friday rejected Chal
Soua Vang's claim of self-de-
fense and found him guilty of six
counts of First-degres intentional
homicide in the shooting deaths
of six deer hunters after a con-
frontation in Wisconsins north
woods last fall.

» The jury-also convicled the 36-
year-old Minnesota ruck dnver
of thres counts af first-degres
attempied homicide in the
wounding of twa ather hunters

in the growp of [riends and relo-
tives from the Rice Lake area.

» STORY, PAGE 194

NASA hopes to visit
moon again by 2018

MASA hopes (o rehsrn astro-
nauls to the moosn by 2018, near-
I¥ a half-century after men Lagr
walked the lunar surface, by us-
fnp a distinctly rétro combina-
tion of space shuttle and Apallo
rocket parts.

The space agency presented
its lunar exploration plan to the
Whire House on Wednesday and
on Capital Hill on Friday. An an-
nonncement is set for Maonday at
MASA headgquarters in Washing-
o,

» STORY, PAGE 224
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It’s all gone’ —
first-time evacuee

Advocats siall phalos by ARTHUR [, LAUCK

Spc. Logan Saterfield with the Lovisiana National Guard 528th Engineering Battalion based in Monroe clears what is left of the Bayside Trailer
Park in Grand tsle on Friday. Hurricane Katrina destroyed more than 50 homes in the one-sireet trailer park,

Grand Isle o

ficial

loses everything

BY SOMYA KIMERELL
Actvocabe stall writer

GRAND IS1E - Aubrey “T.-Black™
Chalsson had never left his native
Grand Isle for a storm belare Hurrl-
cane Karrina

A= both fire chiel and water ancd
gt superinteéndent, Chmiseon got
equipment of  the island before the
storm, and then packed up his daugh-
1ers and Evacuated,

“Ag we were driving away, you
could see the storm. [t looked like a
serpent in the sky,” Chalsson said.

Al 6 aum., Aup. 29, Harricane Kat-
rina made landfall between Grand
Isle and Empire, mmaveling up
Barataria Bay, over Lake Borgne
and intoe the arca near the mouth of
the Mississippi River, She was push-
ing az much az 20 feer of water.

When Chaisson came back
(prand Isle 24 hours alier he evaci-
ated, he saw that he had bost every-
thing he owmed.

=It's all gone,” e sabd.

And, as a public official, the news
wrasn™t muach b&tter,

Though Natkonal Guard engineer-
ing units are stll assessing the is-
land"s damagpge, Chaisson said that
about, 70 percent of struchures were
damaﬂqd catastrophically, 15 per-
cent recetved moderate damage and
15 percent had little or no damage.

From the air, and [fom outside,
many houses appear unscathed.

2= Bush rules out ratting tanes. 34
= Curlew mrary cramp MO, st 124

“We've had property owners come
in, think évervthing is fine, and then
theey open the door ta find everything
ruined,” Chaizson =aid.

That's deceptive, though, Chaisson
=oid. Many bulldings werent dam-
aped on the sutside, but water from
the 10-po-12-foot storm surpe fooded
some homes,

The way the storm turned before
making landfall made the storm wa-
ters cofne from the bay side ol the i3~
land, which means much debris end-
ed up on the Gulf side of the island,

A hainelful of permanent residents
are already staying on the island full
time, and others are maling a daily
commuUule 1o répair their property.

The Louisiana MNational Guard
528th Engineering Botizlion based in
Monroe has been on the tsland [or
about 10 days, mainly to help remove
debris.

“The island and the bridge took a
ot of water,” said Lt Col. Mike Dev-
ille.

Grand Isle affictals are asking that
those who oom camps stay of 1 the js-
land until the Caminasds Bay bridge
has been repaired.

Damage to the bridge vwas 50 bad

»= Please sep GRAND ISLE, page 64

Wark is under way to répair the Caminada Bay bridge that connecis
Grand Isle to the mainiand, Hurricane Hatrina shifted several Spans.

Blanco
meets
evacuees

at shelter

BY MICHELLE MELLHOLLOMN
i pile] newd buredu

MOMROE — An abandoned Stane
Farm afftce complex iz now home
[or Barbara Eobert and her three
daughters.

Her children con catch the schiond
bue here. Within the walls of the
sprawling Arverican Red Cross shel-
1ér, there is a post office, barber-
shap, pharmacy and infirmary.

Thiz is the kind of “community”
shelter that Gov, Kathleen Blanco is
pushing az the housing solution for
thousands of evacuees for the indef-
it fufure.

So far this s the anly such shelter
in the state. Officlals are rying to
find other large locations to set up
girmijar Facilities,

For Hobert, the convenicnces
aren't much comfort as she adjusts
1o life in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina.

she resents being searched when-
ever she enters the shelter. She does-
n't feel safie o1 night in the cavermous,
communal sleeping areas. And she's
not happy about the television being
shut off at 10 p.m.

“They're treating us ke aniemals,”
Robert griped Friday. “We're evac-
e,

Fobert isn't interested in leaving
the shelter for an apartment or house
nearby. She doesn’t want o live in
Monroe. She doesn't know where she
wants to lve. All she knows 15 that
she can't go home to the Ninth Ward
of Mew Orleans. ]

Zhe shared her complaints with
Blanco, who toured the shelter Fri-
day afternoon to visit with the 1,000
evacuees housed there.

Blanco is touting the shelber as “an

Animal
rescues
examined

EY WiILL SENTELL
Caprbal resevs Dunesu -

Thausands of cars and dogs aes dy-
ing neediessly because authorities
have not made the rescue of house-
hedd peds part of thelr post-harricanes
mission, the president of the Hu-
mane Sociery of the United Staves
zald Friday.

“We want a policy that says the
federal and state and local respon-
diers should actively assist in animal
rescuse,” sad Wayne Pacella, PrEsis
dent and chlef executive afficer af
the group. _
Pacelle said he believes that about
50,000 houschold pets were left be-
hind in the New Orleans area when
Hurricane Kamrina struck an Aug. 2.

State and federal officials said Fri-
day that abaur 4,000 oF 5,000 animals
have been rescucd, which they called

a big success. 4

Pacelie dmaereed.

“There are many mare failures
than successes™ he ld reporters
during a briefing at the state Office
of Emergency Preparedness,

= Please sex ANIMALS, page B4
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Critic says change priorities

Budget watchdog calls on Corps of Engineers to refocus efforts

BY GERARD SHIELDS
Advacane Washingion buresu

WASHINGTON — When the New Or-
leans levees breached in the wake of
Hwrricane Katrina and fooded 80
percent of the ciry, eves in Washing-
ton turned o Steve Ellis.

Eilis of ficially is the vice president
al programs for the nenprolit budget
watchdog, Taxpayers for Common
Sense. But more significantly, EILis is

o A e o SR r
o T e e

reégarded as the biggest critic of the
.5 Army Corps of Engineers, the
agency that manages the levees and
the nation's food control programs,

Chrer the past six years, the former
Coast Guard veteran has preached
that the corps kas poured much of 115
roughly 35 billion & vear allecation
into “pork” projecrs requesved by
members of Congress at the behest
of the maritime industry mstead of

more-important endeavors sueh as
Mew Orieans Mood control.

Despite the corps spending $123
billion on projects aver the past 50
yiars, the nation's owverall average
annual Moosd damage has more than
doubled in real dollars, rising from
more than $2.6 billion per year in the
first half of the Jh centiry 1o more

%= Plagse see DORPS, pape TA

Funding for hurricane protection
This is the arrourtt of money requested by the ULS Ay Corps of
Engineers for the Lake Pondehartrain and Vicinity Huwricane Profection
Project over the past four years, the amount of funding requested by the

pretident and the actual amoemi funded by Congress. The project has a
direct impact on New Orleans Levees that wheere breached,
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Corpa prisident Corgress
Year r:qu,':ﬂld recormmeEnded Tumided
002 £17.6 million £1.5 millicn £14.2 million
20603 514.9 million 4.9 milkon 57.0 millian
2004 520 mullion 53.0 million £5.5 millicn
2005 5271 millian £3.9 milian 25.7 millson
TOTAL 5796 millson £15.3 million 3324 millicn

Tnurce: U5, Sen, Mary Landrieu icvooato graghee
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Senators get first-hand look at ruin

BY JOE GYAM JR.
M Dirlesns bursau

MHEW ORLEANS — In a bipartisan re-
sponse to on unprecedented natiral
disaster, more than a dozen U5 zen-
ators converpged Friday on Mew Or-
teans o get a firse-hand look at Hur-
ricane Karrina's wrath and pledped
o continue working together for the
good of the city and 115 peaple.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass.,
said he had seen Katring’s destrug-
tion on television and in newspapers
and even had mer with evacoees
housed in his home s3ate,

“But nothing, nothing, nothimg
compares to seeing the devastation
for ourselves,™ he sakd dhl"j.l‘lg aneEws
conference putzide Harrah's Casing
near the dovnlown riverfront. “We
admire  their (New Orleanians)
courage.”

Sen. Mary Landcweu, D-La., said
that wis the purpase of the congres-
sional Gulf Coast tour, .

“Unless youo see it with your own
eyes, vou can't believe the magni-
tede of the destrection,” she sud. ~1
don’t think the word “stunned® accu-
rately describes their reaction.™

The 14 U5, senators took an serial
toarr of the New Orleans aren parish-
eh, received a briefing aboard the
UES Two Jima docked on 1he Miscks-
sippi River behind the Riverwalk
shopping mall, and mer with FEMA
workers and soldiers. They also had
lunch with members of the Army's
B82nd Ajrborne and other troops oot-
side the World Trade Center of New
O beans,

“Hat= off to the men and women of
the: armed lorces,™ 5en. John Warn-
er, B-Va,, said

. e
. s
Ansocksted Press phobo by PRUIL SANCTR

LIS, Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La., greets members of the Mational Guard during a news conforence Friday at the
Riverwalk arga of New Orleans., She and fellow senators were in bown viewing husricane damage to the Gulf Coast,

Ar thelr late-morning news confer-
ence, the senaiors echoed President
Bushs pledge from the night before
in Jackson Square to rebuild Mew Or-
leans.

Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Ala., sadd
he has been coming to the Crescent
City since he was 17,

“] plan fo keep coming for another

50 years,” he said, adding that the
federal povernment will help restore
the ciry 1o “the Mew Orleans we all
brve.”

Sen. Thad Cochran, R-Miss., said
the upper chamber will not rest unitil
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama
are put back together.,

“We're pulling togpether in the Sen-

ate to make this a successiul recov-
ey, i said. “VWe'ne gotng vo stay as
long as it akes" and come back as of -
ten as it lakes,

*This ks going to be a maralhon, not
a sprint,” Landricu said- "It (the re-
building of Mew Orlemms) will be ex-
pensgive but worth every penny."

Sen. Max  Baucus, DeMaont,,

brought a 550,000 check for the relief
effart.

"Montana's a little way from Uhe
Gull Coast, bul were all the zame
couniry, all part of the zame team,”
he szaid. “We're all part of e
plge e

Senate majority leader Bill Frist,
E-Tenn.,, and Senate Democratic
whip Harry Reid of Mevada orpga-
aized the Gulf Coast tour. Frist, a
trauma surgeon, described the hor-
ricane destruction in Lowisiana and
elsewhere 55 a “catastrophe.”

“Ench one of those (Dleoded) hous-
&4 Fepresents i uman ragedy,” e
said. : e :

Reid said there has been no “fin-
ger-palnting” or “name-calling™ by
the members of Congress on‘the hur-

cheane tour. Nevertheless, Sen. So-

=an Collins, B-Maine, said there will
b an oversight mvestigation “To
learn from the mistakes. that were

“Hopelully it won't e tod lare to
prevent the next one,” Landricu said,

Sen. James Inhole, R-Okla,, de-
fended the embattled Federal Emer-
gency Management Agoncy; saying
FEMA workers were in place m Now
Orleans before Eatrina made land-
fall

“Help 5 bere and help is on the
way,” he said

Landreeu prxiséd local and state al-
ftcials [or the work they did when
(ederal resources “were few and far
B lweEn.™

Referring: 1o the reconstruction
plan that Bush ocutlined -Tharsday
night, Sen. Mike Enzi, B-Wyo., said,
“Wie think we'll get unanimous con-
senf 1o do those things."™

“What's happening in our Congress
makes senee,” said Kennedy, whase
wife pradusted From Tulane Univer-
gity in Mew Orleans. “We are all one
country with one history-and one
destiny.” :

Frist; who said it is impoctant that
“further resources are made avail-
able™ 1o the siricken arcas, also
stressed the need [or the “appropes-
are oversight™ to gnsure that the re-
constiuction money,  which could
climb to $200 billiom, i% fpent “wrise-
Iy.” Reid said there must be no
“ywaste or corrupthon.” :

“We have a lot of work to do. The
American taxpayers deserve cur full
attention,™ FReld said. I

Sen.-Joe Licberman, D-Conn., said_

the rebuilding’of Mew Orrlicans “is mot
going o happen overnight,” But he
pledied that Congress will “help the
peophe of Mew Drleans rebuild their
livies whibe we help rebuild this gres
American city.™ -

=It's-an unprecedentad national
disaster. It's going to take an un-
precedented natiopal response,”
Landrieu sanl.

-*This i% gaing to ke a major, major
reconstruction effort,” Sen. David
Nitter, R-La., said. The rebuilding
miust notl become o “political foot-
hakl,” he soid, bécause if it does, the
victims of the starm will be victim-
el “all over again.”

Witter said one of his wof priorities
i to 2ed that Loulsiana workers dnd
companbes are front and centern
the reconstruction

“We need 2ome clear protections to
make sure that Louisianians and
Lowisiana buginesses lead-that ef-
fore,™ e sadd.

Acheocate stalf photo by ARTHUR B, LAUCK

Hurricane Katrina caused catastrophic damage to 70 percent of Grand Isle's structures, Fire Chief Aubrey “T-Black™ Chaisson said Friday. & small group of full-time residents have been working during the day trying to

clean up and repair the damage.

GRAND ISLE

Continiped from page 1A

that at first, it couldn't be walked,
msch bess driven.

Ten spans of the bridge, which js a
littke less than a mile loag, were af-
fected. They're all intact, but shifted,
crealing gaps on the roadway and
umeven railings.

Right now, the bridge is open lrom
G20 a.m. 1o 7:30 am. and feom &30

p.m. 10 730 pom. for permanent resi-
dents [0 CommuTe.

Lafourche Parish is controlling ac-
cess to the barrier island, L0 refurn-
ing residents most stop at the sher-
ifi"s substarion i Galliano to show &
photo ID with & Grand [sle address.

Estimalas over rhe past  five
decades show that about 5500 million
m state and federal monéy has been
invested into the ecommunity of
Grrond [sbe = or about 51.2 million per
permanent residence and 5439,000

por vacation home - despite its being
battered by surges from 11 teopical
storms and hurricanes since 1958.

That money has paid for disaster
relbef, Mood insurance, hiphway and
bridpe construction, a fresh water
Lysterm, mortgage deductions and
second-home mortgage deductions.

Chajsson said the cosis from Katri-
na haven't been determined.

He said 90 percent of the island’s
marinas are gone, and twoe railer
narks = Bayside and Bridgeside -

were completely destroved. The
storm destroyed Cheramic's Land-
ing &8 well, Chalsson said, and far
wened the Entergy building.

There™s no gas or electricity on the
isinnd, and water service has been
partially restored, The water hasn't
been pested for bacteria oF contansi-
nants, 50 people should boil water be-
fope they drink i

=It"s sporadic. It's enoupgh for pea-
ple as they’re cleaning wp or 1o wash
[their hands,” Chalsson said.

The fire stathon on the island is
SCTVINE BS & COMmunity center
where people can go for a hot meal,
and one hotel that survived has
opencd its doors for residents whose
nofmes werd desmoyed.

Li. Col. Deville said that for now
the Mational Guard s clearing the
roadways, laking debris to a landfill
that’s been established on the north
addde af rhe 1shnd.

The soldiers are leaving damaged
structere: so thar insurance sd-

jugters will be able fo assess the
damape.

Chaizson said a few more tele-
phone land lines have been installed
s he's hopeful thar communications
will be improved, and schools are set
to recpen Dot 3.

He zaid he's confident that the
communiny will raliy o rebaxild.

=I think this iz poing 10 give Chrisy
s & few meaning,” Chadzson said,

The Associnted Press
contribuied o ohis story

ANIMALS

Confinued rom page L

Asked for a pezess on how many an-
imals have deed 50 far, he sabd, “It 15
clearly in the tens of thousands, no
doubt about it.”

Major Ed Bush, putlic affairs offi-
cer Jor the Lousiana Natbomal
Guard, sakd the guard does not have
a specilic policy on animal rescues,

Buzh =aid be has heard of cazes
where Guard members rerrieving
stray animals in the midst of hurri-
cane reliel operations. He said he is

ol aru-';l;n: of cases — some of which

have been detailed in news accounis
== gf pEl owmers waving away res-
cuers because they could nat bring
their pets along.

State and federal officials said
3830 amnmals are i shelters
statewide. Another 345 have been
rescued with their owmneérs. Many are
housed ap the Lamar Dizon Expo
Center in Gonzales, a bey riage cen-
ter that was 50 overwhelmed last
wegekend that its doors were closed
tepararily,

Srray dogs arc a commen site in
hurricane-stricken areas, Many ap-
pear tired, hungry and agitated. Law
enforcement officers report de-

F)

stroving dogs eccasksnally because
they became aggressive.

Pacelle said the foundation is in
place {or a major, coordinaied ani-
mal rescue @éffort

=W have local anitmal contral off3-
cers from all across the country —
veterinarians and othérs who want 10
wirk cooperatively with the federal
responders,” he said.

Pacelle said refrigerated trucks
are in the darea o hagl ammals o
Florida, Michigan and elsewhere,
and countless pet lovers are of fering
to adopt them.

Pacelle said a policy is needed 10
sef up o pew site (o handbe the influx

T

of animals. He said & coordinated
plan is needed, using dots fromm New
Orleans area humane society groups
arnd orhers, He said the task can then
be divided between offlicials of his
and other groups and state and fed-
eral autharities,

“It can be comperative,” he said
“We don’t wanl 1o just say ‘Handle
this.' We are willing 1o put in the
sweat”

Asked what kind of response his
group got from Gov. Kathleen Blan-
co's office for assistence, Pacelle
said, "We have had dealening silence
7 He said s1ate and Federal authoris
tics are bath respc-nnblqj'

Elanco’s office did not respond to
& FEqQUESE 16 cOfMmEnt on [he iSsue.

Pacelle said surveys show that
about 45 percent of households inthe
Unived States have household pets.
He said his group estimated thas
50,000 pets were lelt behind in the
storm by applying that 45 percent es-
timate 1o New Orleans areas house-
holds and esttmating that about 20
percent left animals behind

*There is no science here,” he said
“Frankly, it is & very low estimate.”

‘The list of animals housed in shel-
lers statewide includes about 400
horses and mules. including thase
used by carriage services in the

French Quarer

Larry Hawking, a spokesman for
the Unifted Incident Command for
Animal Rescue in Lovisiana, said the
clffort has been a big success.

“This is the largest animal rescue
in the history of the United Stages ™
e said.

Those involved include the
Lowsiana Department of Agricul-
ture and Forestry, the U5, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Louisiana
Veterinary Medical Assaciation's
Small Animal Response Team, LSLMs
School of Veterinary Medicine ahd
the Logistana Society for the Pre-
vention of Cryelry 1o Animals, i

& 4

4

—-




